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Saadet Party: Kurdish should be one of the of-
ficial languages in Turkey
 Gulistan Korban  Yonca Sarsilmaz  Çile 27, 2023

Turkey is now in the election process.

President of Turkey Recep Tayip Erdogan 
announced that the election will be held 
on the 14th of May.

Parties have already started their works.

Kurds’ votes are also valuable and 
strategic in this election.

What will political parties promise for 
Kurds? How do they give place in their 
programs?

For this issue, Botan Times will invite every 
political party in Diyarbakir.

In the first week, we visited Saadet Party.

The head of Saadet Party of Diyarbakir 
Abdurahman Ergin give answer questions 
of Botan Times.

The head of Saadet Party of Diyarbakir 
Abdurahman Ergin gives answers to 
questions of Botan Times.

“Firstly, you should be sincere in solving 
the problem of Kurdish. If you don’t 
have sincerity, you won’t succeed. As 
AKP didn’t succeed. AKP did this only to 
rise the votes of his party.

Abdurahman Ergin

You can get health services in Arabic and 
English language, but…

The citizens of Diyarbakir has a big 
language problem. People want to 
appreciate their mother tongue. 
The Kurdish language should be the 
language of education. That is, if it 
has value, it will talk to all of the state 
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institutions. For example, you can get 
health service in Arabic and English 
language but you can’t get it in the 
Kurdish language, isn’t that unfair? We 
will remove the obstacles.

Abdurahman Ergin

According to Abdurahman Ergin, the 
Kurdish problem isn’t only a military 
problem, it also equal citizenship rights 
should be officially defined by the law.

He also said that there is a big 
unemployment problem in the region, and 
they have more projects the solving this 
problem.

The Head of the Saadet Party of Diyarbakir 
stated that they intend for the Kurds’ votes 
in the election.

The Turkish Parliament has 600 seats, and 
currently, there is only 1 seat of the Saadet 
Party.

The party was founded the under the 
leadership of Necmettin Erbakan.

Since 2016, Kemal Karamollaoglu has been 
the president of the party.
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Experiences of a Kurdish volunteer in Africa
 Beril Caymaz  Yonca Sarsilmaz  Çile 27, 2023

When Ensari worked as a 
muezzin, his friend said that 
there is a necessity for a 
teacher to teach Quran in 
Africa. One of his dreams was 
to go there. He took his valise 
and went to Africa from Siruc.

In the beginning, Ensari’s 
family didn’t accept his idea 
and said “you will starve, it 
is dangerous” however he 
turned a deaf ear.

The aim of his firstly is to 
teach the Quran and did it 
for three years but later he 
thought of more.

He realized people need to 
awareness. When a person 
feels hungry, you can not 
feed his/her with religion.
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It is very easy to change religion here if 
you say I will help you and you should 
change your religion, they do it without 
query. But it is not ethical.

Ensari wanted to change the ‘spirit of 
slavery’ there and he was annoyed by that 
consciousness. 

Yes, it is right that they don’t call slavery 
anymore but those people still live 
that lifestyle. When I came first there, 
everybody called me “boss” because I 
am white. We can guess with this word 
their situation. In the district where I live 
there, this perception changed later. Now 
they know “white people” also is normal.

Ensari was surprised because local people 
were indicated.

“Everybody says it’s dangerous, they are 
humble despite all their absences, and 
they want to give pleasure to strangers.  

“They are similar to Kurds, that is the way 
I got accused of them quickly. They are 
humble despite all their absences, and 
they want to give pleasure to strangers. 
They have a clan system like tribal but 
their principles are harder.”  

“When Kurds get married, especially in 
my hometown Siruc, the bride’s family 
wants a lot of gold and also in here they 
give to cows for marry.”

There are many people who want to help 
them. They write to Ensari via social media, 
they did lots of projects for children. These 
projects are the first here.

“These first projects are very sweet, for 
example, children who are different from 
each other ate hamburgers together. We 
teach them how they eat them.”

“Life in villages is very easy, there is 
no electricity, therefore, they use solar 
panels. The sun is at the center of their 
life. As soon as the sun rises, they go to 
their gardens because they don’t have 
machines. They do everything handmade. 
When the sun goes down, life stops, and 
everyone goes back to their homes.”
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An academic thesis: The current situation of 
Kurdish magazines
 Murat Bayram  Yonca Sarsilmaz   Çile 25, 2023

Kurdish digital magazines in Turkey are 
similar in their way of existence and 
functionality.

Leyla Ozkaplan

Academician Leyla Ozkaplan briefly 
talked about digital magazines with 
these words.

She answered the questions of Botan 
Times about her thesis entitled “The 
publication of Kurdish digital culture and 
art magazines through an alternative 
media approach“.

Is Kurdish media an alternative media?

Ozkaplan stated that alternative media 
gives a place to people and subjects that 
“mainstream media” does not give them 
a place.

In this sense, the Kurdish media is not 
the media that “broadcasts for the 
general public”. When we checked 
digital magazines of culture and art, 
the common thing is that they are 
created through volunteering. When 
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talking about the reason for 
their existence, each of them 
mentions that there are no works 
in the Kurdish language in that 
field or there are few. Namely, 
they wanted to fill this gap.

Because the Kurdish media in 
Turkey works as an alternative 
media to the public media, 
we cannot talk about the fact 
that they are “broadcasting for 
mainstream”. And the readers of 
the Kurdish media also follow it in 
Kurdish, they aren’t the majority.

The management of magazines 
is not hierarchical. It is volunteer 
work. The work is done 
together and equally. This is 
a positive situation, but if look 
for “sustainability”, it is not. 
Most digital arts and culture 
magazines run quarterly or 
semi-annually.
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I have faith in women and also they are to me
 Murat Bayram  Yonca Sarsilmaz   Çile 24, 2023

Heja Netirk told Botan Times about her 
single album that will be released this 
week.

The name of her new album is “Herkes 
Zevici”.

From women’s eyes

I want to express women’s feelings. I 
mean, let me talk about some issues 
from the women’s side. For instance, 
you have often heard a man say to a 
woman, “Everyone is married, let’s get 
married too.” But I wanted a woman to 
say this, not a man.

Heja Netirk
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 I can’t go back to my country

I don’t think to get married. But 
everyone wants to marry me! Does 
everyone get married? No!

I continue my artwork and cannot 
return from Germany. I am kinda funny, 
but the state (Turkey) wants to throw 
me in prison.

I love much self-confident women. They 
also love me a lot. My greetings to self-
confident women..

Heja Netirk

The story of the beginning

In an interview with Botan Times, Heja 
Netirk talked about the story of the 
beginning of his music:

At university, I entered the dance 
department first. But the dance was 
not for me. I was looking for a month 
to leave the folklore club. After a singer 
friend said to me ‘why don’t you go 
to the singing section, your voice is 
beautiful.”

I took singing lessons for three years. 
Also, I wanted to learn acting as well, so 
the acting and singing lessons were at 
the same time. 

When I was in prison, I learned to play 
the guitar. And I made my first songs. 
After I left, I decided to record my 
songs.

I like that my songs are about everyday 
life and express the feelings of a 
woman. I thought I said if I loved it, 
surely others will love it too. I also used 
social media as a tool to reach people, 
which takes a lot of time.

Heja Netirk

Sobe – Hêja Netirk

Heja Netirk, Photo: Twitter/HejaNetirk

https://botantimes-com.translate.goog/heja-netirk-min-stranen-xwe-yen-ewil-di-hepse-de-cekirin/?_x_tr_sl=ku&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=tr&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://youtu.be/8s1px55jagE
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M. Masum Suer: When you said magnificence, 
were you mentioning this building?
 Murat Bayram  Yonca Sarsilmaz  Çile 23, 2023

Award-winning photographer M. Masum 
Suer asked after taking a picture of 
the Benusen Tower, “What is this white 
construction in front of the tower?”

The Municipality of Diyarbakır has 
announced in 2021 that it will devastate 
the houses around the city to enhance the 
magnificence of the city walls. About 200 
buildings were destroyed. The municipality 
destroyed houses and then built a white 
building.

The governor, who also works as a 
municipal administrator, said that he will 
plant trees, and when people come to the 
city, they will admire to towers, and they 
will be able to walk around the towers in 
the trees and greenery.

Towers are on the UNESCO List!

In 2015, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
UNESCO, put Sur to the World Heritage List.

Suer said that the white building was 
construct right in front of the most touristic 
and historical tower.

When tourists and international 
photographers come to the city, they 
take a good view of the walls from a 
hillier. The white building is exactly in 
the viewfinder of the photographs. I 
was bothered about it when I went 
there. The municipality says it will be an 
information office (for tourists). Some 
indigenes of that neighborhood also 
told me that it will be a cafe.

M. Masum Suer.

Photo: M. Masum Suer


Benusen’in ihtişamı ortaya çıkacak
https://youtu.be/ylaWn-0XlE0

https://youtu.be/ylaWn-0XlE0
https://youtu.be/ylaWn-0XlE0
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In 2021, when the buildings were 
destroyed, the indigenes told the BBC that 
they did not want to leave their homes. 
The government has given them a small 
amount of money, they cannot build a 
house with that money or stay in rent.

Trees are also cut in Hevsel Gardens. 
The municipality says they are aware 
of it. They have stopped the cutting of 
trees and charged a guard in front of it. 
But the machines are still working there.

M. Masum Suer.

In front of the mosque, Suleyman has also constructed prefabricated houses.

Who is M. Masum Suer?

M. Masum Suer started his career as 
a journalist in 1974, and worked until 
1993 as a reporter, photojournalist, 
writer, redactor and representative. He 
is especially known for his pictures of 
historical places.

https://translate.google.com/website?sl=ku&tl=en&hl=tr&client=webapp&u=https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-56016494
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mehmet_Masum_S%C3%BCer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redactor
https://twitter.com/masumsuer/status/1616518959603277825?s=20&t=9zHzuUpIETIMV2iIhib5ew
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Botan Times Weekly Magazine out!
 Botan Times  Çile 23, 2023

The English edition of Botan 
Times Weekly Magazine, the 
only Kurdish news magazine 
published in Turkey, was out!

According to the Turkish 
Statistical Institute (TUIK) , there 
are 2.071 newspapers in Turkey. 
But there is no daily Kurdish 
newspaper from this number.

There is only one Kurdish weekly 
newspaper: Xwebun . 

There are 2,389 magazines 
and there was no Kurdish news 
magazine.

Botan Times, the most read 
Kurdish news website in Turkey, 
also published the first and only 
Kurdish news magazine in Turkey. 
The magazine will be published 
online only and there will be 
English and Kurdish editions.

https://botantimes.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Botan-Times-En-001.pdf
https://botantimes.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Botan-Times-En-001.pdf
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=ku&tl=en&hl=tr&client=webapp&u=https://data.tuik.gov.tr/Bulten/Index?p%3DYazili-Medya-ve-Uluslararasi-Standart-Kitap-Numarasi-Istatistikleri-2021-45833%23:~:text%3DGazete%2520ve%2520dergi%2520say%25C4%25B1s%25C4%25B1%252C%25202021,%252C6%27s%25C4%25B1n%25C4%25B1%2520dergiler%2520olu%25C5%259Fturdu.
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=ku&tl=en&hl=tr&client=webapp&u=https://data.tuik.gov.tr/Bulten/Index?p%3DYazili-Medya-ve-Uluslararasi-Standart-Kitap-Numarasi-Istatistikleri-2021-45833%23:~:text%3DGazete%2520ve%2520dergi%2520say%25C4%25B1s%25C4%25B1%252C%25202021,%252C6%27s%25C4%25B1n%25C4%25B1%2520dergiler%2520olu%25C5%259Fturdu.
https://translate.google.com/website?sl=ku&tl=en&hl=tr&client=webapp&u=https://xwebun1.org/
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